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Honorable Chief Minister of Punjab

Sardar Usman Buzdar
1. What, in your view, is the importance of Art & Culture in Punjab?
Answer: Art & Culture in any society plays an integral part in re�ecting the values, norms and cultural de�nitions of any country or region 
through bringing people together. Art & culture are two most beautiful ways to preserve, strengthen, and boost a strong communal 
sense. These are the best ways to kickstart learning opportunities through entertainment, leisure, personal growth, and  e�ective com-
munication. Di�erent cultural activities like drama festivals, art workshops, music classes and several other learning platforms are being 
supervised and coordinated by the relevant departments throughout the year to create social awareness among the public.

2. What would you say about the e�orts of Lahore Arts Council in the promotion of Art & Culture in Punjab ?
Answer: I must acknowledge the e�orts of Lahore Arts Council, Alhamra, in the promotion of Art & Culture as I �rmly believe that 
Alhamra works hard to promote Art & Culture at every possible level. The Lahore Arts Council has undoubtedly organized exceptional 
events, such as the DG Khan Cultural Show and other festivals, exhibitions, and singing contests with a huge social footprint. 

3. Sir, what is your stance regarding Alhamra’s online & virtual initiative?
Answer: It was a pleasant surprise for me.  I was glad when I came to know that Alhamra had prepared its 16th Annual Exhibition of 
young artists titled “Resilience” through its website and other social media platforms. Resuming its Art & Cultural activities in the current 
scenario of COVID-19 by going digital is a good step in ensuring that masses get the �nest opportunities in such times of anxiety, stress, 
and depression.  

4.What is the planning of the Government of Pakistan regarding the welfare of artist community amid the COVID-19 pandemic?
Answer:  The information & Culture Department of Punjab Government is taking various steps regarding the promotion of Art & Culture 
by supporting the artist community through di�erent social welfare initiatives such as Artist Support Fund, Artist Health Card etc.  
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Interview of the Executive Director, Lahore Arts Council

Saman Rai
Q1. Kindly introduce yourself.
I'm a serving as Pakistan Administrative Service o�cer and I have been a part of ‘cultural sector’ of the 
provincial Department for the past 3 years. I have worked extensively for ADP, resource allocation, 
governance & administration of the Punjab Council of the Arts, the Lahore Museum and currently, the 
Lahore Arts Council, Alhamra. My assignment is related to the last degree I completed, Masters in Social 
Policy which is about welfare and wellbeing of human beings. My insightful work habit is also inspired 
by my father who was a Sociologist and he taught his subject conscientiously, all his life.                                                         

Q2. Please state your cultural awards and achievements.
The working of any organization, meant for promotion & projection of culture, demands innovation and 
creativity besides an administrative acumen.I feel that the enrichment of Culture depends upon its 
practitioners. I have salient achievements on my pro�le including winning the President's trophy for 
fabrication of Punjab's �oat into Pakistan Day Parade consecutively in 2017-2019, the Punjab Pavilion's 
representation at Lok Virsa, Islamabad since 2017-2019, YouTube Pulse Award for ‘Fun Mitti Se’ project 
aimed at the projection of crafts. Another feather in the cap is working on the draft of �rst provincial 
culture policy which is in approval stage. The culture is an evolving phenomenon and demands 
consistency in terms of working. I worked on revamping the plan of Punjab Council of the Arts in terms 
of its regulation, HR and resource enhancement. My commitment still continues.                                      

Q3. What are your plans for the promotion of art and culture in future amid COVID-19 pandemic?
Post-Covid 19 situation poses a challenge to the traditional working of culture sector. The perspective of 
welfare has gained more signi�cance due to closures and lack of mobility for the artists. Keeping the 
prevailing situation in view, the thrust of activities has been shifted to digital media, apps & websites. 
Artists support fund mechanism has been changed to reach out to a larger number of deserving artists 
through unconditional cash transfers. The annual feature of Young Artists’ Art exhibition by the Lahore 
Arts Council is made possible through a virtual tour as well as physical display of 500 works in the 
gallery of Alhamra Arts Council. The future plans include  conversations on art & culture, revenue 
generation plans as well as use of technology for projection.



I am very excited and satis�ed after seeing this exhibition titled “Resilience”. The excitement in terms of seeing 
Alhamra suitably organizing such a large exhibition in such di�cult times and satisfaction after seeing the 
excellence of technique and works of young artists, especially women who are participating in this exhibition is a 
very good feeling..
 
Mrs. Salima Hashmi
(Artists & Former Principal, National College of Arts)

Congratulations to Alhamra for Organizing the 16th Young Artists Exhibition in these extraordinarily challenging 
times. Well done team Alhamra and thank you for posting images of artworks on social media. 

Prof. Naazish Ata-Ullah
(Former Principal National College of Arts)

I think Pakistani Young Artist Exhibition is a fascinating platform for progressive artwork. Through the young artist 
exhibition, art enthusiasts discover new talented artists, techniques and thoughts. The current show is a wave of 
hope, and probably one of the best exhibition in the last 16 years. I am genuinely excited to view this online 
exhibition; it was  well taken decision of the Lahore Arts Council. 
 
Quddus Mirza
(Artist & Art critic)

Lahore Arts Council started holding an exhibition consisting of young artists some 16 years ago.  Now, this has 
become such an event where young artists are always waiting to display their artistic skills. The Lahore Arts Council 
awards the top 10 young artists for their amazing artworks after being evaluated by the senior artists' jury. I hope 
you will visit the website of the Lahore Arts Council for viewing and appreciating the artworks of young artists.

Prof. Dr. Rahat Naveed Masood
(Former Principal School of Art & Design, UoP)

“Resilience”  The 16th Young Artists Exhibition

Lahore Arts Council opened its 16th annual and �rst virtual exhibition for the Young Artists on Friday, 
June 12th at Alhamra Art Gallery, The Mall. The show was inaugurated by Chairperson Board of Gover-
nor Lahore Arts Council Ms. Moneeza Hashmi along with Executive Director Alhamra Ms.Saman Rai.  
Keeping in view the current health crisis, SOPs devised by government  regarding  Covid-19 along 
with social distancing were strictly observed. Young Artists E-Exhibition is a platform for  young 
artistes so that they can exhibit their talent to a larger audience at national and 
international levels. The exhibition featured more than 500 artworks from 419 artists, including 299 
female artists from all over the country. The show will remain open for two months.

Comments from various eminent senior artists about the exhibition



A Tribute to Tariq Aziz

Alhamra, Tariq Aziz & Neelam Ghar
Tariq Aziz, born in 1936 in Jalandhar India, was the �rst Televison host in Pakistan. 
He started  his professional career from Radio Pakistan in the 1960s, and very 
soon became one of the most recognizable voices on the radio.

The relationship of Tariq Aziz and Alhamra spans over more than three decades. 
Tariq Aziz had �rst show of “Neelam Ghar” at Alhamra in 1989 and continued till 
the last show of the series. Neelam Ghar which was leter named after the legend-
ary host him “Tariq Aziz Show” was undoubtedly the most popular game show of 
Pakistan. Almost all the national celebrities have been invited to the show includ-
ing the current Prime Minister of Pakistan Imran Khan who has been invited 
twice to the show.

Talking about the unforgettable relationship between Tariq Aziz and Alhamra,  
Director Art and Culture Zul�qar Ali Zul� said,  “Tariq Aziz started the show in 
1989 and I started working in Alhamra in 1990. He was an amazing man.” Sharing 
his memories about Tariq Aziz, he further added, "No one knew better than Tariq 
Aziz how to speak and how to mesmerize the audience.” During his show, from 
"Dakhti AnkhoN Suntey Kanon ko Tariq Aziz Ka Salam Pohnchy" to the slogan 
"Pakistan Zindabad" at the end, he kept people under his spell.  “I have the honor 
to make a portrait of Tariq Aziz which was always printed on his card till the last 
show,” Zul� added.

The demise of Tariq Aziz has saddened Alhamra along with millions of  Pakistanis. 
His services to PTV and Pakistan are incomparable. He will always be remem-
bered and honoured by the people of Pakistan. 



UNESCO has initiated a global movement ‘ResiliArt’ with 
an objective to strengthen the resilience of performers, 
artists and cultural professionals in the face of the enor-
mous challenges posed by COVID-19. UNESCO Pakistan 
held a ResiliArt Debate on the Impact of Covid-19 on 
Performing Arts to reveal the far-reaching impact of 
COVID-19 on the creative sector in Pakistan, identify 
solutions to support artists, enhance their resilience and 
present policy recommendations for the culture sector in 
Pakistan.  

Moneeza Hashmi moderated the ResiliArt Debate on 
24th June, 2020. The panelists were from both govern-
ment and private sector institutions including Dr. Fouzia 
Saeed – Director General Pakistan National Council of 
Arts, Nazakat Shakila - Director General Radio Pakistan 
Lahore, Saman Rai – Executive Director Lahore Arts 
Council, Faraan Irfan – Joint Secretary, All Pakistan Music 
Conference, Shahid Nadeem – Execuitve Director Ajoka 
Theatre and Kanwal Khoosat - CEO - Olomopolo Media 
Company. 

Director UNESCO Pakistan, Patricia McPhillips thanked all 
the panelists for sharing their views and said that COVID-
19 has plunged the global economy into a recession. 
However, this extraordinary time has also demonstrated 
the central role culture plays in building resilience and 
social cohesion. All participants came up with valuable 
suggestions which will be useful in developing a policy 
document for a sustainable resolution during this ongo-
ing crisis. The online discussion streamed live on Face-
book for the audience. 

UNESCO ResiliArt Debate:  Impact of Covid-19 on Performing Arts in Pakistan



The whole world came to halt around Mid of March 2020. All creative and cultural activities around the world had to be cancelled due to global pandemic of Novel Coronavirus. However, many music, 
theatre and art companies pened their Virtual Doors for the music, theatre and art lovers. Some of the virtual activities happening around the world are listed below:

Culture in quarantine, a virtual festival od arts was launched by BBC. 

The Sydney Biennale became the �rst international arts festival to go entirely digital

The National Arts Festival became the largest arts festival in Africa 

The Social Distancing Festival was created as an online space for artists to showcase their work when a performance or exhibition has been impacted by COVID-19. Various internet journalism publica-
tions and Industry associations published lists content for their country, including: Argentina, Australia, Ireland, Italy and the UK.

The Montreux Jazz Festival allowed free access to 50 concerts to stream.

Virtual Concerts both of contemporary and of classical music are being organized by musicians, both individually and collectively. Often these include musical sections referencing the fact of social 
isolation or home-quarantine, via their own social media platforms. 

Brazilian guitarist Cainã Cavalcante broadcasted "Quarentena Sessions" duets with other home-isolated musicians.

Creative & Cultural Activities around the World during COVID-19



Cellist YoYo Ma performed "Going Home" by Antonín Dvořák. 

The West Australian Symphony Orchestra renamed themselves the "West Australian Social Distancing Orchestra" and played a re-arranged version of Boléro by Maurice Ravel.

"Close To You" by The Carpenters was recreated in the form of a video performance by An amateur choir who gathered the contributions of more than 1,000 people from 18 countries.

Patrick Stewart and Sam Neill entertained from isolation in order to be in this together and that this has to take the form of being apart as Neill described his contribution of comedic relief.
Stewart, a trained Shakespearian actor, broadcast himself reading one sonnet each day via social media. He described this reading as "more than light entertainment, they’re moments of connection".

The Sydney Theatre Company commissioned actors to �lm themselves at home discussing, then performing, a monologue from one of the characters they had previously played on stage.

American Ballet Theatre, James B along with ballet dancers is o�ering online dance sessions via Zoom. 

English National Ballet’s lead principal dancer as well as the artistic director Tamara Rojo,  along with Whiteside and Isabella Boylston is o�ering live classes on social media. 

World's Quickest Theatre Festival is now online with a weekly team of eight artists producing two new �ve-minute solo/duo pieces.

The New York Metropolitan Opera streams each night at 7:30pm EST. They show an opera performance which remains available for 20 hours after the broadcast. This includes classics like Carmen, La Boheme 
and Lucia di Lammermoor.

Coronavision envisaged musicians from around the world who participated in the online alternative which hosted a selection of original songs written especially for this contest compete which was chosen for 
broadcast via Facebook Live on 16th May.

The Vienna State Opera is streaming some of its latest performances for opera lovers.



Alhamra goes Virtual
Pakistan, along with the whole world, got hit by the pandemic COVID-19 which 
resulted in cancellation of all cultural activities around the country. Lahore Arts 
Council also postponed or cancelled all the art and cultural activities amid this global 
health crisis. However, with the world gradually and steadily coming to terms with the 
situation, LAC has also decided to organize virtual programmes for its audience which 
will also help to spread positivity during these testing times.

Upcoming Events

Kuch Yaadain, Kuch Baatain (16th July, 2020)
Guest: Dr Arfa Sayeda Zehra

Roshan Sitaray (23rd July, 2020)
Guest: Nirvaan Nadeem (Ajoka Theatre)

Artist Corner - Sain Zahoor Ahmed
Sain Zahoor Ahmed is a leading Su� musician from Pakistan. He has spent most of his 
life singing at Su� shrines, and didn't produce a record until 2006, when he was nomi-
nated for the BBC World Music awards based on word of mouth.
It was a moment of great pleasure that Sain Zahoor visited Lahore Arts Council, 
Alhamra on June 23rd. He congratulated Saman Rai for being appointed as the Execu-
tive Director of LAC. He further appreciated LAC's contribution in promoting Folk 
traditions particularly Folk Music and artists. Sain Zahoor also highlighted the plight of 
folk artists who are being a�ected due to COVID-19.


