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LAHORE

LAHORE: Ajoka Theatre is going to stage a
new play ‘Charing Cross’ at Alhamra Hall. A
spectacular musical epic primarily based on the
major political and social changes on Pakistani
landscape with Lahore’s Charing Cross as a wit-
ness. Famous for being the venue of historic ral-
k‘ lies, eventful corer meetings, impressive sit-
ins, candle-lit vigils and anti-government protest
for decades, Lahore’s historic Charing Cross is
situated in the middle of the eight-kilometre
long The Mall and is just metres away from the
1935 Punjab Assembly Building, the 1914
Shahdin Building, the Lahore Zoo, the Punjab
Chief Minister’s Office (housed in the 1914
Masonic Hall closed in 1972). A grand statue of
Queen Victoria had also stood at the Charing
Cross once, but it was shifted to the Lahore
Museum in the 1970s and replaced by a wooden
model of the Holy Quran. The statue was cast in
London in 1900, just a year before the British
monarch’s death in 1901. Charing Cross was a
place where the fashionable and the rich moved

" Rioka o Stage new play
‘Charing Cross’

3

about, and it still continues to be a happening
place in the city. According to historians,
Lahore’s Charing Cross shares its name with
the Charing Cross in London, which is situated
just south of the Trafalgar Square. A village by
the name of ‘Charing’ is also located near River
Thames in London. The play is written and
directed by Ajoka’s executive director Shahid
Nadeem. It will have a preview show on the
evening of January 30th in Alhamra Hall No 1
and will continue for two more days till 1st
February. Rehearsals are in full swing at Ajoka‘s
office Cavalry Ground office in this regard.
Creative choreographer Wahab Shah has chore-
ographed the dances while Music Director M
Aslam has composed the music. NCA’s Ageel
Kazmi has designed the set. Talking about the
play, Shahid Nadeem said that Charing Cross
was not just about the place called by this name
and unsuccessfully renamed as Faisal Chowk,
but about the city of Lahore and broadly speak-
ing about Pakistan. sTaFr REPORT
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