
Independence Day 
Celebrations at Alhamra
Lahore Arts Council celebrated the 73rd independ-
ence day of Pakistan with great zeal and zest along 
following laid down SOPs. The event began with the 
�ag hoisting ceremony in Hall No 1 where all o�cers 
and sta� were present. This was followed by a 
program where dances from di�erent provinces were 
presented along with musical presentations by the 
students of Alhamra Academy of Performing Arts. 
Secretary (Information & Culture), Mr Raja Jahangir 
Anwar along with Executive Director, Lahore Arts 
Council participated in the event. In connection with 
the 73rd Independence celebrations, a 30 feet long 
and 64 feet wide green crescent �ag has been hung 
on the Alhamra building.  Executive Director Saman 
Rai speaking on the occasion said  Independence is a 
great blessing, and 14th August is a very important 
milestone in the history of the  Nation.  Considering 
the signi�cance of this day, Alhamra sincerely wishes 
to ful�ll it’s responsibilities towards the people of 
Punjab and the country.  
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A Tribute to National 
Anthem Composers
The Lahore Arts Council has taken a step towards 
paying tribute to the performers of Pakistan's national 
anthem for the �rst time. Experienced instructors and 
talented young artists of Alhamra Academy of 
Performing Arts paid homage to its composers. 
Special care was taken to enhance the beauty of the 
national anthem and to acknowledge the contribu-
tion of those who composed it with patriotic passion 
and love.  By remembering those who gave this gift to 
the Nation in the form of the national anthem, 
Alhamra has once again proved itself to be one of the 
foremost cultural institutions of the country.  National 
Anthem of any country undoubtedly plays a signi�-
cant role at all national and international ceremonies 
within a country's borders as well as on the interna-
tional stage.





CM Punjab visits Alhamra 
Art Centre Lahore
CM Punjab Sardar Usman Buzdar visited the 16th 
Annual Young Artists exhibition at Alhamra Art 
Gallery, titled 'Resilience', on the occasion of Eid. He 
appreciated the talent of over 300 female artists and 
others, from all over Pakistan. CM emphasized that 
Culture is the only unifying force in our diverse world. 
Furthermore, CM expressed his determination to 
undertake all possible measures to promote �ne arts 
and performing arts keeping their signi�cance in 
view. CM also appreciated the e�orts of the Alhamra 
team, especially during COVID-19 to keep Art alive. He 
expressed satisfaction regarding e�orts to provide 
�nancial assistance to the senior and young artists all 
over Punjab by the Information and Culture Depart-
ment. He further said promotion and projection of 
Culture is very important and our younger generation 
must always remember our rich cultural heritage. He 
also stated that inter-provincial harmony is essential. 
CM was of the opinion that the entire country has a 
rich and fertile culture in terms of �ne arts traditions, 
crafts, folk music and traditional instruments which 
needs to be patronized for further growth.





Kashmir Rally
Kashmir Exploitation Day was observed on the 5th 
August at the Lahore Arts Council as declared by the 
Government of Pakistan, in which artists walk and one 
minute's silence was observed.  Leading artists, 
o�cers and employees of Alhamra participated in the 
Kashmir Exploitation Day rally from Government 
House to Faisal Chowk. During the Rally, participants 
wore black armbands and carried Kashmiri �ags. The 
rally was attended by famous singer, Naheed Akhtar, 
Hamid Ali Khan, Tarranum Naz, besides renowned 
artist Rashid Mahmood, well-known �lm director 
Hassan Askri, comedian Naseem Vicky and other 
artists. Secretary Information Punjab Raja Jahangir 
Anwar, DGPR Dr Aslam Dogar, Executive Director 
Saman Rai also participated in the rally. On this occa-
sion Secretary Information Raja Jahangir Anwar said 
the purpose of holding rallies on Kashmir Exploitation 
Day was to draw the world's attention to the libera-
tion of the Kashmiri people. 





Black Day Exhibition
Lahore Arts Council, Lahore in its e�orts to raise a 
voice for the a�ected victims of Indian Army brutality 
in Occupied Kashmir organized an exhibition titled 
"Black Day" at Alhamra Art Gallery, Lahore. Provincial 
Minister for Information, Mr Fayyaz ul Hassan Chohan 
along with Executive Director, Lahore Arts Council 
inaugurated the exhibition. While speaking on occa-
sion, the provincial minister praised the e�orts and 
the work of the artists on display. Furthermore speak-
ing on occasion, Executive Director Lahore Arts 
Council, Ms.Saman Rai said that he artists re�ected 
the brutalities of Indian Army through their artworks. 
A walk was also organized  which was attended by 
Provincial Minister for Information and Culture Mr 
Fayyaz ul Hassan Chohan, Executive Director, Lahore 
Arts Council, Ms Saman Rai along with other o�cers 
of Alhamra.





Balochan Track
Balochan from Rojhan, participating in the Azadi 
show at Alhamra, on 14th August 2020 had a little 
idea while travelling from Vehari to Lahore that his life 
was going to be transformed during this trip., that his 
voice would be heard by millions of people, as he 
sang a devotional song with his fellow musicians 
playing the traditional instruments. More new stories 
will be coming to the audiences as Alhamra resolves 
to bring forth unseen and unheard melodies and 
musicians in the coming weeks from back streets and 
alleys to the public. 

Stay tuned!



A Play: Mr. and Mrs. Corona
Lahore Arts Council has been playing an important 
role in spreading awareness for eradication of Corona 
among the elders as well as children. Lahore Arts 
Council on the directions of Executive Director, Ms 
Saman Rai has created a play titled Mr and Mrs. 
Corona that also has much humor. She had the play 
specially designed to share awareness and eradica-
tion steps of Corona pandemic amongst children. The 
well-known actor of Alhamra Mr. Haseeb Pasha 
played the main role as Hamoon Jadugar. The play 
was directed by Mr. Qaiser Javed (Drama Teacher of 
Alhamra Academy of Performing Arts) and has been 
uploaded on all social media platforms of Lahore Art 
Council for public access.



Lahore Arts Council arranged its 
second online episode of "Kuch 
Yaadain, Kuch Baatain" in which the 
renowned architect Nayyar Ali Dada 
graced the program. During the 
session, Nayyar Ali Dada shared his 
golden memories, experiences and 
observations with the audience. 
In the �rst question, Ali Dada was asked, which of the 
buildings did he enjoyed the most till date. In 
response, he said that the most satisfaction came 
during the construction of Shakir Ali house “as I was 
working for my teacher. The most interesting thing is 
that the experiments I did there later became a trend”.  
Dada said that while constructing any building, he 
keeps in mind its history and the culture, which 
makes them unique in their �eld. 
Regarding the Lahore Arts Council's structure, he said 
that Alhamra is a place there Art and Culture grow 
and designing that building was a great challenge.  
He further stated that the  success of a building is 
when it reveals its past and continuing to grow with 
the present. The quality of a successful building is to 
adapt to its climate. And Lahore Arts Council building 
has that quality. Dada is best known for his designs of 
Alhamra Arts Complex and Alhamra open theatre. 
Both are located in Lahore Pakistan. Nayyar Ali Dada 
earned the Presidential awards from Government of 
Pakistan and Agha Awards for his contributions to 
Pakistani architecture.





The Lahore Arts Council re-launched its monthly 
literary and cultural session "Roshan Sitaray" online 
through ZOOM in which new and uprising talent is 
invited to share their life’s experiences and achieve-
ments with the viewers. In this �rst online episode 
Director (Ajoka Institute), Nirvaan Nadeem shared 
some of his moments in his artistic journey. Sumera 
Khalil moderated the programme. Nirvaan Nadeem 
said that he always had a strong passion for acting 
and the relationship with Art is something that 
expands one's thinking. Awareness, struggle and 
technical skills are the secrets to any success. In 
response to a question, Nirvaan said that Art should 
not be limited but it should be for everyone. Alhamra 
has organized this series, especially for the youth, so 
that the achievers can share their life's struggle and 
journey of success with the youth joining to the 
program. The program was broadcast live on the 
Lahore Arts Council's Facebook page, which was 
watched and liked by a large number of viewers.



The second online session of "Roshan Sitaray" 
through ZOOM, LAC invited World Record 
Improvement holder in GRE, Mr. Saad Amer.  
Answering a question on the studying pattern for 
GRE, he said that people should use o�cial 
preparatory sources instead of third party sources for 
gaining good results. Furthermore, Saad Amer also 
shared his journey while preparing for the GRE along 
with sharing the Test Day tragic incident when his 
electricity shut down, resulting in creating hurdles for 
the test. Amer gave a message to the youth not to 
lose hope and always be ready for the worst possible 
situation. Ms Sumera Khalil hosted the program.



Art & Artists Corner
Saeed Akhtar in Conversation 
with Zulfiqar Ali Zulfi

"Artist talk" is an initiative of Lahore Arts Council in 
which artists from various walks of life will participate 
in the session to share their life experiences. The �rst 
session of the series was launched on the eve of 73rd 
independence day in which renowned painter Saeed 
Akhtar participated as  chief guest. Saeed Akhtar is a 
Pakistani portrait painter. He has received the Sitara-
e-Imtiaz award from the President of Pakistan. The 
talk was conducted by Zul�qar Ali Zul�, Director (Art 
& Culture). During the session, Saeed Akhtar shared 
the journey of his painting career.  He talked about  
the experience of making the portrait of Quaid-e-
Azam which is currently hanged in the corridor of 
National Assembly of Pakistan. Akhtar said that he 
made that portrait on the request of Mr. Shakir Ali, his 
teacher and mentor. He further shared his educational 
career; saying  he got admission at National College of 
Arts in the early '60s where they were trained how to 
draw the lines, which is the �rst step in learning the 
basics of drawing.This interview is available on all 
social media platforms of LAC.



SYED SADEQUAIN AHMED 
NAQVI

Syed Sadequain Ahmed Naqvi (1923-1987) was an 
iconic painter, calligrapher and poet. He was a �nest 
member of progressive writer’s movements in 1940s 
as well as a pioneer of Huru�yya Movement, 1950s in 
which artist rejected western style and elaborated 
calligraphy within contemporary art. His art was 
based on truth and has in�uenced many generations 
of artists. His  ideas came from common people and 
classic literature of ‘Ghalib’ and ‘Faiz’. He painted 
murals for various national public buildings in which 
he represented the endless human struggle to 
develop their potentials. He brought symbolic �gures 
and calligraphy into expressionist painting. He also 
illustrated the Ruba iyat in Omer Khayyam..  His 
murals adorn the hall of various places around the 
country from which the largest one is hanging in  
Mangla Dam. His work has found safe haven in  
private and public collections around the globe. 
Born in 1923, Amroha British India and died in 1987, 
Karachi. 



Awards and Achievements

• 1960 – Government of Pakistan
  Tamgha-e-Imtiaz

• 1961 – Government of France
 Biennale de Paris Award

• 1962 – President of Pakistan
 Pride of Performance Award

• 1975 – Government of Australia 
 "Cultural Award"

• 1980 – Government of Pakistan
 Sitara-e-Imtiaz. 

• 2006 –  Pakistan Post issued a Rs. 40 sheet to  
 posthumously honour 10 Pakistani Painters  
 including Sadequain

• 2020 – Government of Pakistan
 Nishan-i-Imtiaz
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Festivals around the World
No matter where you go around the globe, everybody 
loves to celebrate. And when it comes to celebration, 
festivals o�er something for everyone. Here is a list of 
10 festivals from around the world to be added your 
travel bucket list:

1. HARBIN INTERNATIONAL ICE & SNOW SCULP-
TURE FESTIVAL (HARBIN, CHINA)
The International Ice & Snow Sculpture Festival makes 
the most of the bitter winter weather you’ll �nd in 
Harbin, China. Located in Northeast China, Harbin 
receives some seriously cold winter winds blowing 
over from Siberia. How cold, you may ask? The aver-
age daily temperature in winter is around 1.8 ºF, and 
lows of -31 ºF are dauntingly frequent. It is home to 
the largest ice sculptures in the world, and the 
celebration during the festival takes over the entire 
city. There are two main exhibition areas: Sun Island is 
a recreation area along the Songua River, where you’ll 
�nd most of the giant sculptures. Ice and Snow World 
opens at night, with colorful 
lights illuminating full-sized 
buildings made of 
2- to 3-foot ice blocks taken 
from the river.



2. DIA DE LOS MUERTOS (MEXICO)
This is arguably Mexico’s most important and widely 
celebrated holiday. In fact, it’s important enough that 
it was added to UNESCO’s Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2008. 
More commonly known in English-speaking countries 
as the Day of the Dead, the festivities begin on Octo-
ber 31 and last through November 2. The holiday is all 
about getting together with friends and family to 
remember and celebrate ancestors who have died in 
order to help them on their spiritual journey. In some 
cities, children will dress up in costume and go door-
to-door asking calaveritas, much like trick-or-treating 
in the US.

3. KING’S DAY (NETHERLANDS)
The rest of the world could learn a thing or two from 
The Netherlands about properly celebrating a 
national dignitary’s birthday. Queen’s Day was a 
national holiday (celebrated on April 30 until 2013) 
commemorating Queen Beatrix’s birth. So what if her 
Royal Highness was actually born in late January? By 
having the festivities in pleasant April, the proud 
Dutch were able to throw on their loud orange attire 
and toss back a few drinks without having to worry



about weather. With the crowning of her son, Willem-
Alexander, the holiday became known as King’s Day, 
or Koningsdag. It is now o�cially celebrated on April 
27 (the King’s birthday), and includes an o�cial 
government ceremony followed by sporting competi-
tions and fun, family-friendly celebrations.

4. SONGKRAN (THAILAND)
Derived from the Sanskrit word for “astrological 
passage” (meaning a change or transformation), 
Songkran refers to the traditional New Year celebrated 
on April 13 in parts of India, China, and much of 
Southeast Asia. The holiday, which last through April 
15, is traditionally a fairly subdued a�air. Mornings 
often start with visiting local Buddhist temples to 
o�er food to the monks. Water is often poured on 
statues of the Buddha, the young, and the elderly in a 
symbolic puri�cation ritual.
Family members who have moved away will often 
return home for the holiday to pay tribute to their 
ancestors. People clean their houses in preparation, 
and everyone dresses up in their best clothes. Some 
regions host traditional parades and beauty contests, 
while others believe in setting o� �recrackers on April 
13 to ward o� bad luck in the New Year. There, most of



the major streets are closed o� to tra�c and packed 
with young people for what is likely the world’s 
biggest water �ght. 

5. ALBUQUERQUE INTERNATIONAL BALLOON 
FIESTA, NEW MEXICO, UNITED STATES
It is the biggest hot air balloon festival in the world 
that take place in Albuquerque of New Mexico, held 
during early October. It is a nine day long event and 
around 600 balloons will be taking �ight during the 
event. The balloon �esta park covers a vast area of 365 
acres and the launching �led alone encompasses 72 
acres of land. It is the largest annual event in US and 
the most photographed event in the world. In 2011 
Guinness Book of World Records recognized this 
event as mass hot air balloon ascent. Albuquerque 
balloon �esta o�ers rare opportunity for the guest to 
watch in�ation and take o� of ballooning from the 
launching �led. 



6. OKTOBERFEST, MUNICH, GERMANY
Founded back in 1967, Montreux is one of the oldest 
music festivals in the world. It’s also the second larg-
est jazz festival, after the Montreal International Jazz 
Festival. Montreux bene�ts from its picturesque 
location on the stunning shores of Lake Geneva. The 
area is particularly beautiful in late June/early July, 
when the festival is held.

7. WOMAD: World Of Music, Arts & Dance WILT-
SHIRE, ENGLAND
WOMAD (World of Music, Arts & Dance) was founded 
in 1980. From the beginning, the festival focused on 
the enthusiastic embracing of the world’s disparate 
cultures, encouraging the breaking down of bounda-
ries through art, music, and movement. It is held 
annually in late July.

 



8. MEVLÂNA FESTIVAL (KONYA, TURKEY)
Commonly referred as the Whirling Dervish Festival, 
this annual event commemorates the death of 13th 
century saint Mevlâna, who’s more commonly known 
as Rumi. Rumi was a Persian poet, theologian, Islamic 
scholar, and Su� mystic. Rumi believed that it was 
possible to communicate with God through music 
and dance. Held December 10 through 17, the Mev-
lâna Festival celebrates Rumi’s eternal spirit with 
sacred music and Whirling Dervishes dancing. Their 
trance-like dancing creates a remarkable �ow of 
energy, with their �owing white robes mesmerizing as 
they twirl in time with the music.

9. INTERNATIONAL SAND SCULPTURE FESTIVAL, 
PORTUGAL
International sand sculpture festival or FIESA is the 
largest sand sculpture event in the world. FIESA has 
been held Algarve region of Portugal since 2003.



This festival presents 50 towering sculptures each 
year that are made from about 40000 tons of sands, 
carved by 60 artists from all over the world.  Each year 
FIESA festival features a speci�c theme for creation for 
sand sculptures. The theme for FIESA depends on 
local traditions, popular cultures and mythology.

10. LANTERN FESTIVAL, TAIWAN
It is one of the most important events in Taiwan which 
held on �rst full-Moon night of every Lunar year. The 
Pingxi district of Taiwan decorated with thousands of 
sky lanterns lights during this festival. The main 
lantern at the festival have theme of Chinese zodiac 
sign of respective year. The large lantern installations 
show resemblance with many animals like dragon, 
dinosaurs and butter�ies. At same time the smaller 
lanterns represents most important historical events. 
The celebrations of this festival also include lantern 
making, lantern riddle games and �rework displays.
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