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Civil Awards 2020
Lahore Arts Council, Alhamra, in order to promote the 
art and artists, has forwarded names of the artists for 
the Civil Awards 2020. The names belong to various 
categories such as performing & visual arts, literature 
and crafts. The Government of Pakistan invites 
applications every year for the civil awards to be 
awarded by the President of Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan. The Civil Awards are awarded to the artists 
for their inspiring services and achievements in their 
respective �elds. 
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Farewell to LAC’s Retiring 
Employees
Lahore Arts Council organized a farewell party for its 
retiring employee, Mr Arif (Mason), for his 35 years of 
excellent services towards the Council. The Executive 
Director, Lahore Arts Council wished him good luck 
for his upcoming endeavors. Mr Arif was presented a 
Certi�cate of Appreciation for his e�cient services. 



Introductory Session with 
LAC Employees
The Executive Director, Lahore Arts Council, Ms 
Saman Rai, attended an interactive session with the 
sta� of Lahore Arts Council. Speaking on occasion, 
Saman Rai appreciated the hardworking employees 
and encouraged them to work honestly, support each 
other and take LAC to new heights of success.



Tribute to Legendary Singer 
Mehdi Hassan
The 93rd birth anniversary of the legendary ghazal 
singer, Mehdi Hassan was celebrated on 18th July 
2020 by paying tribute (on its Social Media platforms) 
to the great Maestro. Mehdi Hassan Khan is also 
known as “King of Ghazal” and is one of the most 
popular ghazal singers in the Sub-continent. His 
career spanned over 50 years. Mehdi Hassan was born 
into a family of traditional musicians in 1927 and was 
trained under his father and uncle before debuting at 
the age of 30 on Radio Pakistan in the year 1957. He 
started as a classical “Thumri” singer. Some of his most 
famous songs and ghazals are, “Mujhay Tum Nazar 
Say” (Doraha) ,“Dunya Kisi kay Payaar main” (Jaag Utha 
Insaan) and “Shola tha Jal Bhuja Hun” (Ahmed Faraz). 
However, “Gulon May Rang Bharay” written by Faiz 
Ahmed Faiz became Mehdi Hasan’s masterpiece and it 
still remains one of the most popular ghazals. In 
recognition of his services, the government of 
Pakistan awarded Mehdi Hassan with “Pride of 
Performance” in 1985. He was also honoured with 
Tamgha-e-Imtiaz, Hilal-e-Imtiaz (2010) and 
Nishan-e-Imtiaz (2012).



Pakistan Kay Fankaar: 
A Mobile App
Department of Information and Culture along with 
Lahore Arts Council is taking all the essential steps for 
the welfare of artists who are facing extremely di�-
cult circumstances due to Covid-19.  The Government 
of Punjab is preparing a mobile app titled Pakistan 
Kay Fankar, using the platform of Artist Support Fund. 
The application will be helpful in maintaining a 
repository of data related to the artists and their 
pro�les. Through this historic initiative, the pro�les of 
all Pakistani artists can be viewed by downloading 
this application which will be available at all App 
Stores.  



Online Tutorials by Alhamra 
Academy of Performing Arts
Lahore Arts Council is working hard to make Art 
related opportunities available for the general public. 
LAC intends to ensure that free of cost online tutorials 
for instrumental music, singing, dance and other 
performing arts are available on the Website and 
YouTube Channel of Alhamra. This will prove to be a 
great initiative to polish the skills and talent of our 
young artists-to-be. 



“Kuch Yaadain Kuch 
Batain” with Dr Arfa Syeda 
Zehra (Online Session)
Alhamra brought the monthly literary and cultural 
session “Kuch Yaadain Kuch Batain” back for its audi-
ence as an online Webinar via ZOOM. 

In the �rst online episode of “Kuch Yaadain Kuch 
Batain”, Dr Arfa Syeda Zehra, a well-known intellec-
tual, educationist and scholar was the guest. Dr Arfa 
Syeda Zehra shared her experiences and observations 
of life with the audience. Sumera Khalil moderated 
the program. During the session, Dr Arfa shared the 
beautiful moments of her life with the audience. She 
told that her life revolves around three loves, Pakistan, 
Lahore and Urdu Language. 
 
Talking about the personalities who have left a deep 
imprint on her mind and life, she spoke about Begum 
Siraj Ud din, her teacher in Lahore College for Women, 
Dr Nazeer Ahmad who was the Principal of Govern-
ment College, Lahore and Faiz Ahmad Faiz. She learnt 
respect, patience, and the Art of being a good human 
being from all of them. According to Dr Arfa, the best 
example of gratitude is to be happy in all circum-
stances. 



Learn to be happy with what you have, 
to tell the truth to yourself and to 
dream with open eyes. 
(Dr Arfa Sayeda Zehra)



ALHAMRA ART MUSEUM
Alhamra Art Museum, initially known as the Perma-
nent Art Gallery was established in 1996 and has been 
upgraded to an art museum in 2017 after undergoing 
complete renovation. 

It has 2 main galleries, ‘Old Masters (1900 – 1990)’ and 
‘Living Legends’. 

Currently, it houses a collection of 326 art pieces 
(paintings, prints, sculptures and photographs) by 
renowned national artists including 30 old masters.
Prominent among those names are  Ustad Allah Bux, 
Sadequain, A. R. Chughtai, Shakir Ali, Zahoor ul Ikhlaq, 
Zubaida Agha, Khalid Iqbal, Ahmed Parvez, A. J. 
Shamza, Colin David and Anna Molka Ahmed and 
more.. The building was designed by Nayyer Ali Dada 
and covers over 12000 square feet, located at Alhamra 
Cultural Complex, Gadda� Stadium, Lahore. 

In 2016, Lahore Arts Council conducted an Art Con-
servation Workshop in collaboration with the Danish 
Art and Culture Centre in preserving various master-
pieces. In 2018, the museum received 9 paintings of 
Masters from Punjab Arts Council which also required 
preservation. Conservation work was carried out and 
all these paintings have been successfully restored 
and were put on display on 22nd August, 2019. 



Lahore Arts Council has launched an online virtual 
tour of this museum in 2018 which is so relevant in 
current times when no physical activity in the near 
future seems possible due to the global pandemic of 
COVID-19 and Alhamra Art Museum is closed for the 
visitors.

The link to the virtual tour is given below:
https://lac.punjab.gov.pk/arts_museum  



In the Old Masters, the most 
prominent name is 

Abdur Rehman Chughtai
Abdul Rehman Chughtai is considered to be the 
pioneer of Modern Art in South Asia. He is known for 
his distinctive style; derived from the characteristics of 
Mughal Art, Art Nouveau and Islamic Art. Chughtai 
got his education from Mayo School of Arts now 
National college of Arts. He was the �rst one to initi-
ate artwork using watercolors which later became his 
signature style. He portrayed legends folklore, history 
of Muslims in the subcontinent and the world of 
Punjab, Persian and Mughals through his artwork. 

‘Green Valley’
Watercolor on paper

22 x 24.2 cm

‘Sweet Memory’
Watercolor on paper

54 x 43 cm



Alhamra Art Museum is among those few places in 
the country where the artwork of Chughtai can be 
viewed. At Alhamra Art Museum, six paintings of A. R. 
Chughtai are on display. This museum is located at 
the Cultural Complex in Gadda� Stadium, adminis-
tered by Lahore Arts Council since 1996. It houses a 
collection of more than 300 artworks of masters and 
living legends. Chughtai’s work is on display on the 
ground �oor of the museum.

These paintings are the primary source of attraction 
of visitors from all around the world.    

‘Slave Girl with Shoes’
Watercolor on paper

43 x 54 cm

‘Black Pigeons’ 
Watercolor on paper

44 x 34 cm

‘White Pigeons’
Watercolor on paper

44 x 36 cm

‘Umar Khayyum’
Watercolor on paper

48 x 59 cm



The paintings ‘Green Valley’ and ‘Slave Girl with Shoe’ 
are the most important ones in the sixty years of his 
professional career. These paintings are highly in�u-
enced by Miniature characteristics such as line quality, 
color palette, stylization in anatomy and surreal 
perspectives. 

He was the recipient of title Khan Bahadur 
of British Empire in India, 1934, Pride of 
Performance, 1958 and Crescent of 
Excellence, 1960.



A Tour of World’s Ten Best 
Virtual Museums and Art 
Galleries
Art lovers can view thousands of paintings, sculptures 
and installations by exploring the museums and art 
galleries around the world, virtually. There are various 
platforms, from interactive 360-degree videos to full 
“walk-around” tours with voiceovers and slideshows 
along with photos which can be zoomed in and out.

1. J Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles
With more than 6,000 years’ worth of creative treas-
ures, the Getty is one of the best places for Art on the 
west coast of the US. The Getty’s sunny sculpture 
plaza and garden terrace are worth adding to your 
digital trip.



2. Vatican Museums, Rome
Soaring vaulted ceilings, intricate murals and tapes-
tries, the Vatican’s museums are creatively rich sites. 
Don’t forget to look up when exploring the seven 
spaces in the museum’s virtual tour, to gawp at a 
series of 360-degree images, including the Sistine 
Chapel. Wander around the rest of Vatican City with a 
You Visit tour that takes in Saint Peter’s Basilica and 
Square, complete with a tour guide narrating each 
interactive space.

3. National History Museum, London
From the diplodocus to the dodo, botany to butter-
�ies, giant crystals to specimens in jars, the Natural 
History Museum’s vast collection has long been a 
favourite of both Londoners and tourists. Get lost in 
the corridors and gallery spaces – one treat is Dippy 
the dino, who despite recently going on tour still 
makes an appearance in the entrance hall in this 
interactive online guide.



4. Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam
This grand museum has a vast collection of Art and 
historical objects across 80 galleries. A 10-year reno-
vation project was completed in 2013, transforming 
the space and combining elements of 19th-century 
grandeur with modern lighting and a new glass-
roofed atrium. The interactive tour helps viewers get 
up close to every brushstroke by Vermeer, Rembrandt 
and other Dutch masters while exploring the Great 
Hall and beyond.

5. National Museum of Modern and Con-
temporary Art, South Korea
Several sites are making up this museum: the main 
gallery in Gwacheon and branches in Deoksugung, 
Seoul and Cheongju. The virtual tours explore an 
inspiring mix of print, design, sculpture, photography, 
new media and other large-scale installations. From 
Joseph Beuys to Warhol and Nam June Paik, the 
collection includes an international lineup of estab-
lished artists, contemporary Korean artworks and 
emerging names.



6. Musée d’Orsay, Paris
In the former Gare d’Orsay, a Paris railway station and 
hotel, the musée is home to Cézanne, Monet and 
other French masters. Under a 138m-long curved 
glass roof, sits the largest collection of impressionist 
and post-Impressionist works in the world. The virtual 
tour also includes an online exhibition charting the 
history of the building. And over on Tourist Tube, 
there’s a 360-degree view of the magni�cent exterior.

7. British Museum, London
There are 3,212 panes of glass in the domed ceiling of 
the British Museum’s Great Court, and no two are the 
same, and the 360-degree view in this virtual tour lets 
viewers examine every one. Beyond this magni�cent 
space, viewers can �nd the Rosetta Stone, Egyptian 
mummies and other ancient wonders. The museum’s 
interactive infographic platform, History Connected, 
goes into further depth of various objects with cura-
tors, along a timeline.



8. MASP, São Paulo, Brazil
The Museu de Arte de São Paulo has one of the 
broadest historical collections available to view via its 
virtual gallery platform, spanning from the 14th to 
20th centuries. Paintings appear suspended in the air 
around the open-plan space, on glass panels or 
“crystal easels” as the museum calls them. There’s also 
a temporary retrospective exhibition by Brazilian pop 
artist TeresinhaSoares beside the building’s statement 
red staircase.

9. National Gallery, London
A backdrop to London’s four lions in Trafalgar Square, 
the National is home to 2,300 publicly-owned paint-
ings, watercolours, drawings and other European Art 
from the 13th to the mid-20th century. There are 
seven exhibition spaces of Renaissance art and the 
Central Hall to explore in its 360-view virtual touring 
pages, from portraits to large dramatic altarpieces. 



10. Guggenheim, Bilbao
Frank Gehry’s sculptured titanium and steel building, 
on the banks of the Nervión River, is one of the 
world’s most distinctive art spaces. The interactive 
tour takes viewers around its collection of postwar 
American and European painting and sculpture – 
Rothko, Holzer, Koons, Kapoor – and even down 
between the weathered curves of Serra’s Matter of 
Time (turn left at the entrance).

(Courtesy: The Guardian Magazine, UK Edition)



Authors and Books





Global Award for Ajoka
Ajoka has been given the Global Film and Music 
Award 2020 for the Performing Arts category.

This award is in recognition of the valuable contribu-
tion made by Ajoka towards the promotion of socially 
meaningful theatre over the past three and a half 
decades.

“We were obviously disappointed for not being able 
to travel to Virginia, USA to attend the ceremony and 
receive the award. This was not the first time that we 
had to be content with vital global recognition. I, as 
playwright and director of Ajoka, had been given the 
unique honour of delivering the World Theatre Day 
message 2020 and had been invited by UNESCO’s 
International Theatre Institute to a grand ceremony to 
be held on 23rd March in Paris. Unfortunately, the 
ceremony had to be postponed but my message was 
distributed to 90 ITI a�liates in 90 countries and was 
translated in 60 plus languages at World Theatre Day 
on 27th March. I could not attend the ceremony but 
was able to deliver a video-recorded message titled 
“Theatre as a Shrine” in which I had stressed upon the 
spiritual aspect of performing arts with reference to 
Ajoka’s acclaimed play “Bulha”. We are grateful for the 
support provided by Lahore Arts Council where Bulha 
and other such plays have been performed so many 
times”. Says Shahid Nadeem founder of AJOKA.



Ajoka is used to meet challenges and cruise head on 
and has now converted its acting and writing classes 
to virtual platforms and social media. One advantage 
of the online classes is that  students from distant 
places are able to enroll including USA and even 
Saudi Arabia. 
AJOKA’s  Cronologue - Online Theatre Festival was a 
big success where a large number of good quailty 
productions on innovative themes were received. 
A jury of eminent personalities including Justice (Rtd.) 
Nasira Javed Iqbal, Professor Hassan Amir Shah, 
Actress Savera Nadeem and Professor Fawzia Afzal 
Khan (USA) selected the award winners. 

“We look forward to resume our decades long 
collaboration with the Lahore Arts Council soon” says 
Nadeem.



SAAREY MUSIC
All Pakistan Music Conference has gone digital to 
enable the listening classical music anytime and 
anywhere,. Amazing classical music can be down 
loaded on an app called Saarey Music 
(http://onelink.to/saareymusic). This is a  music 
streaming app for the genre with rare and exclusive 
content that cannot be found anywhere else. Legend-
ary and living Ustaads with  raags,khayal, thumri, ka� 
and ghazal are  a simple click on any Android or iOS 
device. 



New music is released on the Saarey Music app on a 
weekly basis and exclusively on the app only. Simply 
download the app for free, register for free and then 
you have 1 full hour to explore it for free as a registra-
tion bonus. After that simply enter your payment 
information to get another… yes another 7 days free 
before the payment method is charged as little as Rs. 
299/month only for users in Pakistan.


