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IRCILINATS

Chatrman Message

activities

Alhamra 18 the heart of Lahore 15 Lahore s the cultural capital of the countiy. Alhamra
wsically an Arabic word, which literally means a woman in *Red Clothes”  This was

| Y tially given to the Royal enclave al Cordoba Spain by the Arabs.  The
\ ind olhe Idings were conslructad in red bricks. The idea of canstructing
(| I this style for an Arts Counail was conceived by our llustrious Architect
Mr Nayyar All Dadfa. Since the bulldings in Spain ware in red colour, the bricks used

imra’s bullding are also ted in colour: The bullding has been awarded Agha

ternational Award lor excellent architeciure

| SUCCosSOr 10 asocioly with the name of Pakistan Arts Councll founded on
Vecember 10, 1948 The modern complox owes 18 oxistonce 1o e afforts and
nterest of the former Governor Punjab, Ganeral Ghulam Jillani Khan Subsaquent

developments include an open-air theatre and two small auditorums al Farogapur
Road, Lahore A permanent art gallery was also constructed at the Alhismra Cultural
Complex, Gaddaft Stadium This 1s the first art gallery of its type In Pakistan whaere
Works of old masters has beon preserved and pul on permanent tisplay
Quring the last 20 years Alhamra has emarged as hub of all cultural activities In
Lahore 1t not only revived some of the aying arts but also added international
dimensions. It has been rightly called as the heart of Lahor culture. Situated on the
bank of river Ravi, the historical city of Lahors has bean a cltadel of glorous traditions
These traditions avolved after a long Inter-communal multi-athnic Interaction that
Spread over several cenlunes

The people of Lahore carry forward their traditions with characteristic cultural vivac ity
and religious fervor, which are not on a collision course with modemiam. With these
noted virtues, the lifestylo of the Lahorilios points towards an influsnce of the
orthodox, the traditional and the progressive streams Lahore 18 the clty of beautiful
Badshahi Mosque, historic Fort and magnificent Shalimar Gardens
Punjab has a very rich cultural heritage. 118 five arteries have nourished vast land
legends and love lales like thal of HEER-RANJHA, MIRZA SAHIBAN, SAHTI
MURAD, SOHNI-MAHINWAL and many more. Ils solls and soasons have produced
(olk dances and music of special melody and fhythn feprasenting sowing, growing,
harvesting, weaving, camal walk whirling and striding in ecstasy. Ils Suflles and Saints
have enlightened the hearts and souls of paaple and taught them to stand for peace
and equality of all men Irrespactive of casts, colour and creed. Lahore I8 capital, (s
the city of fairs and festivals and refreshing and fragrant Qardens. The biggest and
Most sought after festival held hare is that of the Jashn-o-Baharan and Basant Hold
ovory year, this festival celebrates the coming of $pring with vibrant colours and tha
flying of kiles

Artang CGulture of 8 country are the outward manitestations of e collective pride and recognition of ity
people builtup by both physioal and mental foreas ovel ventudas. This collesctive pride s congidered the
backbone of & soclely, Greal nations have great calture & traditions and all the successhil & great
laaders siress on developing amnd preserving this strang culture for the success of thelr nations. Al and
Culture Inolude all torms of crealive expression, from Individual o collectiva, from prassoots (o
profesutonal and [nstitutional. Arts and Gultute evolve, develop and enhance ouf cultural idantities. 1t s
the single modt powerful medium that can overcome boundaries and limitations it can change the
indivichual, & mindsel, or the way a socity perceives itwell and ite surroundings. The issuance of Altamre
Newslotter & very sncouraging move (hat will help the publie 16 get ntormation about the cultural

(Atta Ul Haq Qasml)
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ALHAMRA NEWS

PAINATTALE A

Open Air Theater, Cultural Complex,
Ferozepur Road,

The Open Air Theatre Is an extension of the Alhamra, The
Ferozepur Road location was selected to take the pressure
away from an overly congested Shahrah-e Quaid-o-Azam
and to create a performing arts facllity for the newly
developed areas of Lahore i.0 Model Town, Faisal Town,
Garden Town, Johar Town, Township, Gulberg and Defonce,
olc,

The theatre sits in the midst of large green areas, at a slone's
throw from Lahore's famous willow lined canal, It Imposing
brick fagade sel with local regional features such as
handmade Multani tiles is an interesting blend of the
contemporary and the traditional cle dsm of the Roman
coliseurn. The multi-purpose theatre (s designed to cater for

drama, Musie, cultural melas and large scale concerts

Hall-l & Il Cultural Complex

Aparl from the open air facilitios, maximum and effective
utilization of space has resulted in the provision of an elegant
auditorium with a seating capacity of 348, A handsome wood
paneled small (Hall I/C.C.) and a spaclous Workshop has
also been provided in addition to rehearsal and storage
space while the larger hall s generally being used for plays by
students and amateur groups, the smaller hall with a capacity
of 150 Is used for lectures, seminars and discussions and

programs requiring an intimate space

Permanent Art Gallery

This gallery has an area of over 12000 sqft. with sufficlent wall
space for displaying 200 plus works. The provision of the
gallery has fulfilled a long standing and Important demand of
the artlst, This is the only gallery that houses a collection that
stays on display permanently with works of old masters and

living legends along with contemporary artists on display.

i] alhamra arts council

Naseer u Din Shah Performance at
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