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CM inaugurates Islamic 
calligraphic exhibition 

The Chief Minister Punjab Usman Buzdar inaugurated 
the Islamic calligraphic exhibition at Alhamra Arts 
Council.  The exhibition featured 350 pieces of Islamic 
artwork from Pakistan, Turkey, and other Muslim 
countries were put on display. The CM took a keen 
interest in the exhibition. He also attended Meh-
�l-e-Sama and commended the qawals performance. 
Usman Buzdar appreciated the e�orts put forth by 
the Alhamra and the Information and Culture depart-
ment.







Zulfiqar Ali 
Zulfi 
Landscape 
Painter

The Lahore Arts Council on line session continued of 
organizing another episode of "Kuch Yaadain Kuch 
Batain." This time the special guest was a well-known 
landscape artist, Pride of Performance holder, and 
Director Arts and Culture of Alhamra Zul�qar Ali Zul�. 
Sumera Khalil moderated the program. During the 
episode, Zul� shared his journey of becoming a 
landscape painter,the challenges he faced and his 
many other memories. During the session he said  “I  
started my painting career from my ancestral painting 
shop by the name of "Rango Art," and at the initial 
level I have worked as a banner painter, a bike 
number plate painter, and such others assignments.”  
He further said that all 
it takes to be a good 
painter are skills which 
are  polished by the 
passage of time. "Every 
person who wants to 
reach a high place in life 
should set goals and work 
hard day and night to ful�ll 
those dreams," 
he added.



Arshad 
Mehmood  

In the second episode of "Kuch Yaadain Kuch Batain" 
for November music composer, Arshad Mahmud 
participated as the guest speaker. Arshad Mahmud 
shed light on his school and college life at GCU and 
his musical journey. He said that he participated in 
various musical events organized by the Government 
College Music Society, which polished his music skills. 
During the session, he said that he had also com-
posed music for �lms, and for  poems of famous poets 
Amir Khusro, Ghalib, Iqbal, and Faiz Ahmed Faiz. His 
famous compositions included Bahar Aye, Aaj bazaar 
main, Utho ab matti se utho and many more. Arshad 
is also better known for his acting career in Angan 
Terha, Such Gup (Comedy Show), Baba Jaan, and 
many others.

Musician



Alhamra pays homage 
to the Holy Prophet  

The Lahore Arts Council celebrated the Holy month of 
Rabi Ul Awal by organizing di�erent religious 
programs with vigor & zest.  To pay homage to the 
Holy Prophet (PBUH) in which a Qawwali titled "Mar-
haba Sarkar A Gaye" and two instrumental Qawwali 
"Bhar Do Jhuli" and Tajdaar-e-Haram" have been 
released by LAC on You Tube.

PBUH



Yarjan Abdul Samad

The Lahore Arts Council organized in it’s online 
session of introducing new talented persons to the 
public Dr. Yarjan Abdul Samad, a Ph.D. Senior 
Research Scientist and a Teaching Fellow at Cam-
bridge Graphene Centre, The Department of Engi-
neering at The University of Cambridge was the guest 
speaker. He is also the �rst Space Scientist from 
Pakistan at the University of Cambridge. While sharing 
his views on his early studies, he said that “I had 
struggled a lot in my education to reach the higher 
standards of life”. While sharing his achievements, he 
said that he had worked on various projects in the 
�eld of space sciences focusing on the issues faced by 
astronauts in space by solving challenges placed by 
technical institutes.He also said that  space sciences 
are portrayed wrongly in the �lms by being more 
more of  �ction than reality.Sumera Khalil moderated 
the session.



Iqbal Day Celebrations 

The 143rd birth anniversary of the intellectual, philos-
opher, thinker, and  national poet, Allama Dr. Muham-
mad Iqbal was celebrated with be�ttingly on his birth 
date.Alhamra  paid tribute to the national poet by 
organizing live musical performances from its social 
media platforms.



A visitor from the 
Embassy of Italy

Consultant of the Embassy of Italy in Pakistan working 
for Culture, Mr. Faizan Lodhi called on Executive 
Director of Lahore Arts Council, Saman Rai. Both 
parties discussed the possibilities of cultural collabo-
ration between the Italian Embassy and Alhamra. The 
art restorer-conservator Ms. Sana Durrani also shared 
her ideas on the subject during the visit. E.D Alhamra 
Saman Rai presented the guest with soveigner on 
behalf of the Lahore Arts Council.



Lahore Arts Council  
signs MOU with 
Walled City of Lahore 
Authority

The Lahore Arts Council has the honor of being a 
leading institution serving art and literature, intend-
ing to work to promote �ne arts at every step. Walled 
City of Lahore Authority is also promoting the same 
values for local tourists and international tourists.Both 
these prestigious institutions, e.g., Lahore Arts Council 
and the Walled City of Lahore Authority, signed an 
MoU to work together in collaboration. The MoU 
signing ceremony took place in the conference room 
of the Walled City of Lahore Authority o�ce on 
Wednesday to strengthen the cooperation between 
the organizations. 



MOU with 
Punjab University

To promote the arts and culture in the educational 
institutions, a Memorandum of Understating (MOU) 
was also signed between the two prestigious institu-
tions of the metropolitan, i.e., The Punjab University 
and The Lahore Arts Council, for the encouragement 
of artistic and cultural endeavors to maximize youth 
involvement in the promotion of culture and litera-
ture. Vice-Chancellor Punjab University Prof. Dr. Niaz 
Ahmed Akhtar and Executive Director of the Lahore 
Arts Council Saman signed the accord at a ceremony 
organized by Punjab University at the University's 
Meeting Room.



Lok Virsa Mela Visit 

The Executive Director, Lahore Arts Council Saman 
Rai, accompanied by a 15-member delegation, visited 
the festival of Lok Mela at Lok Virsa Complex, Garden 
Avenue, Shakarparian, Islamabad. The delegation was 
warmly welcomed by Executive Director Lok Virsa, 
Talha Ali. One of the most attractive features of the 
Mela was the provincial cultural pavilions from all 
provinces, GB, AJK, including an international pavil-
ion.  Other exciting features were di�erent artisans at 
work belonging to all provinces, folk singing, dance 
performances, craft bazaar, food courts, etc. A meet-
ing was also organized between Ms. Saman Rai, ED 
(LAC), Secretary Culture Sindh, Akbar Laghari, and 
cultural department representatives from GB, AJKfor 
maintaining strong ties between the cultural 
institutes





Calligraphy Workshop 
Ism-e-Mohammad

The calligraphy workshop titled Ism-e-Muhammad 
(PBUH) concluded at Alhamra Art gallery, The Mall. 
Lahore Arts Council organized the �ve-day-long 
workshop in collaboration with the Calligraphers 
Association of Pakistan, Akashi calligraphy Founda-
tion, Topical Quran Foundation, and 
Aiwan-e-Ilm-o-Fun to celebrate the holy month of 
Rabi Ul Awal. A large number of people from all walks 
of life attended the workshop.



Alhamra Celebrates 
Seerat Week

The Lahore Arts Council celebrated "Shan-e-Reh-
matul-Lil-Alameen (PBUH)" Week with respect and 
grace. In connection with this, LAC organized di�er-
ent programs to pay homage to our beloved Prophet 
(PBUH).  Executive Director Lahore Arts Council 
Saman Rai said that Alhamra is celebrating  
"Shan-e-Rehmatul-Lil-Alameen (PBUH)" Week on the 
directions of Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar from 
16 to 22 November to pay respect to our beloved  
Holy Prophet (PBUH) who is a role model for every 
person of the entire world.



Breast Cancer 
Awareness

World Health Organization Pakistan and Women's 
Parliamentary Caucus Pakistan hosted a seminar on 
Breast Cancer Awareness at Alhamra Hall-I. First Lady 
of Pakistan, Mrs. Samina Alvi, addressed the session. 
Chairperson, Lahore Arts Council, Moneeza and 
Executive Director, Alhamra Saman Rai also attended 
the ceremony.The event was attended by a large 
audience of Members of Parliament and other invited 
guests.A �lm especially made on breast awareness 
was shown on the occasion.A breast cancer survivor 
also shared her experiences of going through surgery 
and then �nding the courage to go on with her 
life.First Lady Addressed the audience and thanked 
them for their support and attention.She said that the 
present government whole heartedly supported this 
awareness movement which would continue through 
out the year.



Turkish Workshop

The Lahore Arts Council, in collaboration with Yunus 
Emre Institute of Turkey, organized a workshop titled 
Turkish Voice and Sensation Workshop by Mert Talat 
at Alhamra Cultural Complex Qadda� Stadium Lahore. 
Mr. Talat spoke to the students about how to learn to 
improve your vocal abilities. 



Remembering Faiz

Lahore Arts Council Music Academy paid a tribute to 
the memory of Faiz Ahmed Faiz on his 36th death 
anniversary.His famous poems sung by renowned 
artistes were played on the sitar and sarangiby the 
teachers.Students of the music academy also sang 
some of the late poets iconic poems.This session was 
greatly enjoyed by the public at large who tuned in to 
these performances.



Books and Authors

Book: Alif Se Yay Tak - Nanhay Geet Aur Nazmein
Author: Zara Mumtaz

It was an honour to receive the Best Children's Book in 
Urdu Prize at the 7th UBL Literature Awards, 2020. My 
book, "Alif Se Yay Tak - Nanhay Geet Aur Nazmein", is a 
collection of 50 songs and poems, for children to 
meet and make friends with phonic sounds. Each of 
the 37 letters of the Urdu alphabet has its own song 
or poem on a subject and with words that repeat its 
sound over and over again. 10 combinations of letters 
with "do chashmi hay", an "Assalam Alaikum" song to 



a singing recap, and "Apnay Ghar Ko Chaltay Hum" to 
end with, makes a total of 50 compositions. 

The "geets" on the accompanying CD (so vital for 
phonic audio material) are recorded in Zeerak 
Ahmed's gifted voice. She began singing my songs at 
the age of 3 and I'm blessed to have her as my grand-
daughter. The "nazm" are recited by Asma Mundrawa-
la, a wonderful artist in many genres.

Most of all, I want to thank my "Guru", Alys Faiz, who 
opened up, for me, the world of Activity-based Teach-
ing for Young Learners in their own mother-tongue. 
Inspired by her, I have tried to preserve and promote 
our own culture for children with Urdu scripts and 
storytelling on stage, TV, and in-person at schools and 
festivals while creating awareness for youngsters in a 
fun �lled way.



Down Memory Lane
Moneeza Hashmi

I must have been in school at the time when my 
Father became the secretary of the Lahore Arts 
Council as it was called the Lahore Arts Council then. 
We lived in Empress Road and there was a cut 
through across Ganda Nala from the Government 
House gate and it would open out to Kashmir Roa and 
then from there I would walk to the Lahore Arts  



Council, very often as I remember now. I would then 
just play in the gardens. It was a very small building 
and small space that time. There was a canteen at the 
side and there was an art studio where I could see 
Shakir Ali, Khalid Iqbal, Anna Molka Ahmed, Nayyar 
Dada and Colin David, there must been other people 
as well. I would just play around the garden outside 
and my father used to sit inside in his o�ce. I can’t 
remember going home but I suppose that I must have 
gone home with him. 

I was fond of singing and also that I had a semi pleas-
ant voice, I enrolled in the music classes of Feroz 
Nizami Sahib at that time. Nizami Sahib used to give 
us lessons and even to this day there is a dear friend 
of mine Nazli who lives in Karachi and it is from those 
times that we are friends. Yet another very dear friend 
Shehnaz, who also used to learn lessons of music 
there and we are still friends to date. There were other 
people also, some of them have passed on. I remem-
ber we used to have classical music classes from them 
and then there was Mr. Nizami’s very nice and pleas-
ant student Ameer Haidari Sahib who used to be our 
teacher. He was a very kind man and we used to sit 
and practice him. We also did performances. There 
was a small hall in the Alhamra during those days 
where we used to have performances. Theatre was 
also performed in the same hall, which probably was 
downstairs and it had barely two hundred seats.  The 
garden was my most favourite place where I loved to 
play. 

Then, over the years, I grew up, went to England, and 
later to college, 



so the relationship with Alhamra (the name was 
changed to Alhamra), sort of, blurred away. However, 
Alhamra was always throbbing with activities. So, in 
one way or another, one was always drawn towards 
Alhamra for di�erent events and happenings; to 
either an exhibition, or a performance or something 
of that sort. That contact with Alhamra never com-
pletely ended. Then, Nayyar Ali Dada designed the 
beautiful building which stands exactly in the same 
beautiful manner even today. So, that years’ long 
contact with Alhamra stayed even though as a visitor.

About �ve years ago when we decided to hold the 
Faiz Festival, the relationship with Alhamra began to 
grow stronger, with the sta�, with the management, 
with the arrangements of this huge festival that now, 
in �ve years, has increased manifold. The Faiz Festival 
has now become something that the people of 
Lahore rather the people of Pakistan look forward to. 
We have guests from all over and the place has 
become almost like a second home to me. 

So, when I was o�ered last year to take over this 
appointment as the Chairperson of Alhamra, I was a 
little apprehensive and I was not quite sure that what 
would I do and how would I contribute and what was 
the reason that I was selected or chosen. After conver-
sations with di�erent people, I decided that I would 
like to take this position because it would be an 
honourary position and also because of my contact 
and my association with the world of culture and art 
throughout my life whether it was in PTV or otherwise 
as a retired person, as the trustee of the Faiz 
Foundation Trust. 



Hence, I decided to continue the relationship that I 
had developed with Lahore Arts Council way back for 
more than �fty to sixty years. Furthermore, for me this 
has become almost a kind of responsibility of carrying 
on the work that my father began. Those days were 
di�erent and there is no doubt about it. It was when 
Lahore was a very small place; the Arts Council was 
de�nitely a very happening place even then. None-
theless, it was more independent I think and I am not 
exactly sure how it operated in those days because I 
was too young and I never asked my father but I am 
sure that he had �exibility to do as he thought best or 
what he thought was good.

Today when I did accept this appointment; partly 
because of nostalgia; partly I don’t know why but I 
thought that I owed this to him and partly because, 
yes, I think that my presence here could make a 
di�erence to this great institution. So, now as I have 
been here almost a year and half, the systems have 
changed, the administration and the way things 
administer have changed and there is a certain 
amount of bureaucracy which has come in over the 
years but the �exibility to create or to do something 
creative or to do something di�erent is still there. 
Then, of course, after six months, the Covid hit and 
because of that we were closed for six months and are 
semi closed now and not open to the public right 
now. Although changes are happening but I do feel 
that if I can come up with ideas or if I can bring up a 
team that could do work here, I would be able to 
design activities and there is no reason not to be able 
to do them. 



For example, one of the main achievements, and I 
would say that this was my achievement this year, was 
on 8th March, 2020 when we had the �rst Women 
Festival here. It was a huge success and there were a 
couple of thousand women and young people roam-
ing around. There was music, drama, talk sessions and 
also a food court. The place was buzzing and it was 
really nice to celebrate International Women’s day. 
Whether we will be able to do it next year, we are 
unsure. Only if the Covid-19 had not hit, I am sure 
there were plans in my head; of doing a craft festival 
and of doing an art festival. But I think another major 
achievement that the Alhamra has now taken on is 
the challenge to go online �rst time ever. It’s the �rst 
time ever that there are Facebook sessions streaming 
live including music sessions, dance sessions, the 
theatre and the talk sessions. I think that this is a 
major step forward into as we say the next 
generation. 

Alhamra, I hope and I do think, will remain this hub of 
culture, of art, of a guiding light for young people, for 
students of music who come every day and if you are 
here around 4 o’clock as I go back home at that time, I 
hear the music, the youngsters sitting outside, playing 
the guitar and singing. It is really very nice to see the 
vibrancy coming back after COVID, although it will 
take its due time to go back to normality. However, I 
think that one of the happiest memories of my life 
have been my association with the Lahore Arts 
Council/Alhamra. It is a connection with my child-
hood, a connection with my growing up, a connec-
tion with my father and a connection with art and 
culture.



Campus News: 
Focus GCU

GCU VC calls for changing society's atti-
tudes towards arts education
 A memorandum of understating was singed between 
the two prestigious institutions of metropolitan, i.e. 
Government College University Lahore and Lahore 
Arts Council, for promotion and encouragement of 
artistic and cultural endeavors among youth. Speak-
ing on the occasion, Vice Chancellor Prof. Zaidi called 
for changing the societies attitude towards arts 

Unveiling Ceremony of USL Trophies 
Punjab Higher Education Minister Raja Yassir Huma-
yun Sarfraz, Vice Chancellor GCU and eminent sport-
spersons from various sports participated in a grand 
launch and trophy unveiling ceremony of Universities 
Sports League held at the Government College 
University Lahore under the auspices of Higher Edu-
cation Department, Punjab.



GCU Book Fair

A book fair o�ering up to 50 percent discounts by 
publishers has received an overwhelming response 
from students and teachers on the �rst day of its 
opening at the Government College University 
Lahore. Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Asghar Zaidi inaugu-
rated the Book Fair organized by the University’s 
Library Society at the Abdus Salam Hall where more 
than 52 eminent publishers set up their stalls for 
two-days. 



Rediscovering the art of Daastan Goi
To rediscover the art of Daastan Goi (storytelling), the 
Safdar Mir English Literary Circle (SMELC) of Govern-
ment College University, Lahore last night held a 
graceful event titled ‘Shab-e-Daastan’ at the Universi-
ty’s Amphitheatre.
The evening also included performances and dramat-
ic enactments based on folk stories and dastans from 
the multi-cultural landscape of the subcontinent and 
beyond, whereas the venue was o�ering a mesmeriz-
ing ambiance with traditional rugs and soft lights.



Voldemort is back!!!

This spring, the students of Government College 
University Lahore have come up with yet another 
ground breaking achievement, the Pakistan’s �rst ever 
fan-made Harry Potter movie, The Last Follower and 
The Resurrection of Voldemort, and the audience has 
loved it.

The 84-mins �lm, full of magical visuals and inventive 
and exciting sequences, this weekend was exclusively 
premiered here at the University’s Bukhari Auditori-
um, and it held its audience spellbound. Vice Chancel-
lor Prof. Dr. Asghar Zaidi was the Chief Guest at the 
movie premier which was attended by a large number 
of students and Ravians who were all very anxious to 
secure a chance to watch the movie in the Bukhari 
Auditorium.



GCU Vice Chancellor 
awarded Tamgha-i-Imtiaz

The President of Pakistan has conferred Tamgha-I-Im-
tiaz on Prof. Dr. Asghar Zaidi, the Vice Chancellor of 
Government College University Lahore, for his 
outstanding contributions in the �eld of research and 
education especially attributing to his innovative 
research on population ageing.



 ANNA MOLKA AHMED

Anna Molka Ahmed (1917 - 1995) was the �rst woman 
artist and pioneer of Fine Arts in country after its 
independence. She studied at St. Martin School of 
Arts in London and laid the foundation of Fine Art 
department in Punjab University. She took art classes 
at Alhamra Art Council too. Artist worked on reminis-
cent landscapes, profound portraits, thematic �gures 
and animal nature with the techniques that compro-
mised on signature impasto, drawing, graphic art, 
sculpture and design with the use of vibrant color 
palette. Her object was the materialistic life of human 
kind. She is the recipient of Tamgha-i-Imtiaz (1965) 
and Pride of Performance (1979) from President of 
Pakistan. In addition she is also posthumously hon-
ored through commemorative stamp sheet (2006). 
Currently Alhamra Art Museum has a great collection 
of 25 art pieces of Ahmed. 



‘Mother and Child’
Oil on Paper
27 x 36 cm
1962 

‘Leaning Figure’
Mixed Media on Paper
55 x 44 cm
1962

‘Farmer’
Pastels on Paper
35 x 48 cm
1962

‘Pahalwan’
Pastels on Paper
37 x 50 cm



‘Self Portrait’
Oil on Board
43 x 56 cm
1992

‘Woman in Green’
Mixed Media on Paper
36 x 49 cm
1963

‘Mountain’
Pastels on Paper
52 x 35 cm   1952

‘Figure-II’
Marker on Paper
32 x 21 cm



‘Carts’
Pen and Ink on Paper
37 x 26 cm

‘Figure-I’
Marker on Paper
21 x 31.5 cm

‘Holy Kaaba’
Pen and Ink on Paper
27 x 19 cm

‘Chaburgi’
Pen and Ink on Paper
27 x 19 cm

‘Dr. Lall’
Pen and Ink on Paper
24.5 x 31 cm     1937

‘Zuljanah’
Pencil Drawing
21 x 33 cm

‘Man in White Cap’
Patels on Paper
72.5 x 50 cm
1990



‘Zulqarnain Haider’
Charcoal on Paper
52 x 70 cm
1958

‘Untitled’
Oil on Canvas
3.6’ x 3’

‘Untitled’
Oil on Canvas
4’ x 2’

‘Simbol Tree’
Oil on Canvas
46 x 62 cm
1952

‘Untitled’
Mixed Medium 
on Paper
12 x 12 cm 
(each)



‘Su� Tabassum’
Plaster of Paris
53 x 46 x 31 cm

‘Moeen Najmi’
Plaster of Paris
23 x 40 x 21 cm

‘Khalid Iqbal’
Plaster of Paris
50 x 44x 31 cm

‘Untitled’
Oil on Canvas
3’ x 6’

‘Naseem H. Qazi’
Plaster of Paris
21 x 34 x 34 cm

(Under Restoration from May, 2017)


